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BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE
Q. Please state your name and business address.

A. My name is Sterling Grogan, and my business address is 2138 Candelero, Santa Fe, NM
87505.

Q. On whose behalf are you testifying in this proceeding?
A. I am testifying on behalf of New Energy Economy, before the New Mexico Public
Regulation Commission (“Commission” or “NMPRC™).
Q. Please describe your professional experience?
A. I am an ecologist and I have a Masters degree in Soil Conservation from California
Polytechnic State University (CPSU). In the 19070s when I was there, CPSU was considered the
largest academic soil science department in the U.S. I also have a masters degree in Biology
from the University of New Mexico, with an emphasis on ecology. I taught ecology and land
reclamation at UNM from 1988-1999.

My resume is attached and incorporated as Exhibit SG-1.
Q. How does your experience relate to your testimony in this proceeding?
A. I have worked extensively in environmental monitoring at coal mines. In 1974 1
completed my MS in Soils at Navajo Mine, where I did a 5000 acre soil map and ran a soil
testing laboratory to support land reclamation. I was hired in 1974 by Utah International, that ran
the Navajo Mine and San Juan Mine, and remained there in the Environmental department of the
mine until 1979. In 1977 I was made head of the Department. From 1981-1984 I managed

environmental affairs for National Coal Company in Kentucky and West Virginia. I also
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managed environmental affairs for a BHP copper mine in La Escondida, Chile, currently the
world’s most productive copper mine.
I have also worked at the San Juan mine. From 1984-1988 T was senior environmental

manager for BHP, overseeing three San Juan County coal mines: La Plata, Navajo Mine, and San

Juan Mine. Thereafter, I was involved in the largest-ever use of livestock to revegetate mined

lands (on the Navajo Nation). I also was contracted to evaluate revegetation at the world’s largest

open pit uranium mine at Jackpile.

Q. Have you previously given testimony before regulatory and legislative bodies?

A. I have provided exp‘ert testimony in a variety of casés involving mining, mine
reclamation and environmental monitoring in approximately half dozen cases. These have
primarily been before administrative agencies. I testified on behalf of the coal industry and coal
producing Indigenous communities.

Q. What is the purpose of your testimony?

A. The purpose of my testimony is to describe the environmental conditions at San Juan

Generating Station and the San Juan mine.

Q. Have any coal combustion materials (“CCR/coal ash”) ever been spilled at or near
San Juan?

A. Yes. Sometime in the early 1980s there was what PNM called an “accidental spill” of
coal sludge from the pollution control equipment (which did not work as designed). It was
approximately a dump truck load of sludge and it was deposited in an arroyo. The mining
company, BHP, agreed to clean it up for PNM. The sludge was deposited in a mine pit at the

surface mine and covered with “overburden,” which is the geologic material on top of the
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uppermost coal seams, comprised primarily of shale and sandstone.
Q. Was that the only spill on the site?
A. No. About two or three years later there was another “accidental spill.” The incident
occurred at midnight and was a fairly large volume of scrubber sludge that was incorrectly
deposited in a part of the pit not designated for sludge disposal. When we discovered it in the
morning both BHP and PNM had a series of meetings at the power plant and at the office in
Albuquerque. PNM insisted it was not a serious issue but New Mexico’s Energy Minerals and
Natural Resources Department and New Mexico’s Environment Department were concerned and
were involved with the resolution. I am uncertain how the situation was ultimately resolved.
Q. Is there any coal dust or “fly ash” on the San Juan site?
A. There is coal dust everywhere at the San Juan plant. A friend of mine who worked in the
coal preparation plant at the Generating Station described being “covered” with coal dust
constantly.
Q. Does this conclude your testimony?

A. Yes, at this time.
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suppart and policy guidance in ecology, watershed management. and integration of
agroecological perspectives to this NGO which suppornts source water protection projects with
municipal water utifities throughout the West.

2007 ~ 2010 New Mexico Project Manager, Biophilia Foundation. | managed the 3,300 acre
Pritzlaff Ranch . collaborated with local ranchers and foresters on watershed management, and
advanced state-wide inttiatives with four universities fincluding Yale) for landscape-scale forest
& grassland rehabilitation, experiential education, and nparian ecology.

2006 Water Management Consultant, Water User Associations of Tajikistan {(USAID Project of
New Mexico State U Winrock). | collabomted with loeal experts to provide technical suppart o
southern villages for irigation scheduling and strictural improvements based on acequia
strategies, and partnered with a Tadjik soil scientist’s effart to create an agroecology extension
senice for Badakhshan.

1997 - 2006 Biclogist/Planner, Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District, Albuquerque. |
managed aquatic and terrestrial ecology of the 10,000+ acre Rio Grande bosgue riparian
forest, including aquatic and avian endangered species protection, efficiency uparades on a
63.000-acre irigation system, construction of new habitat for endangered fish and birds,
landscape~scale riparian rehabilitation, collaborative managemant of the Rio Grande with the
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Corps of Engineers, and Fish & Wildlife Service, and innowative
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1830 - 1997 Principal, RPM Ecological Consultants. Key projects: Largest-ever use of livestock
to revegetate mined lands {in the Navajo Nat ion]. ecological analysis of canals in a Venezuela
National Park, endangered landscape protection in Costa Rica, and revegetation of the world's
largest open pit umnivm mine in New Mexico. :

1988 - 1988 Graduate Fellow in Ecology. U. of New Mexico Department of Bialogy research in

restoration ecology in New Mexico and Latin America. | taught ecology and did research in
landscape ecology.

1874 - 1988 Environmental Manager, BHP Minerals {New Mexico, Kentucky, Chile) | managed
industrial ecology projects at mines in the U.S., Chile, and Brazil.

1966 - 69 LS. Amy

1964 - 86 U.S. Peace Comps Volunteer, notheast Brazil
Education

M.S. Biology (Ecnlogy), U. of New Mexico, 1693

M.&. Agrculture {Soil Consenvation), Calffornia Palytechnic State U, 1974
B.A. Paoltical Science (Public Administration), California Polytechnic State U., 1972
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Spanish, Portuguess [l am professionally fluent in bath.) | senved as a professional interprater’
translater of Vietramese during the war,
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF NEW MEXICO,

Applicant.

N N N N N N N

AFFIDAVIT OF STERLING GROGAN

STATE OF NEW MEXICO )

) ss
COUNTY OF SANTA FE )

1. My name is Sterling Grogan. I am an ecologist and I have a Masters degree in Soil
Conservation from California Polytechnic State University (CPSU).
2. From 1984-1988 I was appointed senior environmental manager for BHP with

responsibility for overseeing all three coal mines in San Juan County: La Plata, Navajo Mine,

and San Juan Mine.

3 I authored the attached testimony and I believe it to be true and accurate to the best of my

knowledge.

Further Affiant sayeth naught.
A '

STERLING\GROGAN ¢ §

~

h
Subscribed and sworn to before me by Sterling Grogan on this the [77L day of ch,:fg bew,
2019.

/S

My Commission Expires: ?/ 19 / 2 s

Official Seal
LORETTAA. BISCHOFF
Notary Public
State of New Mexi
My Comm. Expires 3/ E“dﬁ?‘;
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